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CONSTRUCTION ECLIPSES
MOVE-IN DAY
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Fast-paced Sixth Street construction sets back commuters
GARRETT AMMESMAKI
News Editor

J

ust one month and four
days until the orange maze
of Sixth Street will be replaced by an open road, according to John Rittershaus, South
Dakota Department of Transportation project manager.
The heavy influx of traffic on
move-in day was only exacerbated by the construction, which

added almost an hour onto some
students’ commutes.
“I only live about an hour
out, but it took us more than an
hour to get up here,” freshman
agriculture education major
Mckenzie Henning said.
According to Henning, it
took almost two hours for her to
simply get to campus because of
construction.
Luckily for future students,
phase two of the $16.3 million

Sixth Street construction project
is set for completion by Nov. 4.
“Then there’s some service
road work and center median
work that will take place in the
spring,” said BX Civil and Construction Project Manager Nic
Auringer.
Construction is focused on
rebuilding the south bridge over
I-29 and moving the intersection traffic lights from the 25th
Avenue intersection to Sunrise

Ridge Road.
The intersection move was
done with businesses in mind,
to “make it easier for their
trucks to come in and continue
the growth on the north side of
Sixth Street,” Auringer said.
Auringer added it was “always a dangerous intersection,”
and a “pain in the butt to try and
navigate.”
Traffic flow will change for
those traveling north and south

on 25th Avenue.
“After the intersection is
moved, southbound traffic on
25th Avenue will only be able to
turn right on Sixth Street,” Auringer said. “If you’re northbound, coming out of the BP gas
station, you’ll have to turn left
or right. You won’t be able to go
straight through.”

Continued to A8

Bike donation project inspires transportation initiatives
EMILY De WAARD
Managing Editor
A group of international students are getting around town
much easier now with bicycles
repaired and donated to them by
their instructor.
Second-year graduate student Semehar Ghebrekidan
taught two culture classes this
summer to English as a Second
Language (ESL) students and
quickly noticed a shared struggle
among her students.
She said her students complained of walking to class in the
intense heat, and they couldn’t
get around town easily without a
ride from a friend, which is difficult in the summer with fewer students in Brookings or on
campus.
“When they walked to buy
groceries their food would spoil
in the heat before they got back,”
Ghebrekidan said. “I kept wondering what I could do. So I did
a Facebook post asking people
for old bikes they didn’t need

anymore.”
Many YouTube tutorials later, Ghebrekidan fixed her first
bicycle. Soon, she was fixing
crank arms, brakes and pedals,
and making the bikes rust-free
so they looked new again.
Ghebrekidan worked on bicycles throughout the summer
in front of West Hall and inside
her apartment.
To move them from place to
place, she loaded them in the
back of her small car, fitting only
one at a time.
“I didn’t have a car until August last year, so I understood
exactly how my students felt,”
Ghebrekidan said. “I managed
to fix one and it worked, so I
just did more and I managed to
fix eight or nine bikes; so now
all the full-time students have a
bike.”
Ghebrekidan fixed all the
bikes out-of-pocket, finding used
parts at Bluestem Bicycles to cut
costs.
She also bought an air pump
to keep in the Office of Interna-

tional Affairs for students.
“They definitely don’t take it
for granted,” Ghebrekidan said.
“And I’ve had the satisfaction
of seeing them ride their bikes
around town. I just wanted to do
something nice for them because
I really sympathized with them
and knew how they felt.”
Co-owner of Bluestem, Caleb
Evenson, worked with Ghebrekidan a handful of times as she
repaired the bikes.
“The first time she came
in looking for a used part, she
needed this saddle and I gave
it to her for free because I just
liked that she was trying to help
international students,” Evenson said.
Ghebrekidan said each
time she fixed a bike she had it
checked for safety at Bluestem.
Bluestem offers a variety of
repair services, as well as custom
building, and they have also held
workshops for the community
— something Evenson hopes to
continue.
He strongly advocates for bi-
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Second-year graduate student Semehar Ghebrekidan tightens bolts on a bicycle she
repaired to donate to an international student in front of West Hall on Aug. 18.

cycle sharing programs and encourages people to attend events
like the Monday night ride.
Groups on campus and in the
community have tried to form
bike sharing organizations in the
past, but have been unsuccessful, and that’s something Ghebrekidan hopes to change.

During her terms as a Students’ Association senator, she
said, her constituents, international students, were her priority.

Continued to A8

A8

The Collegian • News

August 23, 2017

25th Ave

6th St

6th St

6th St
25th

o
mp t

a
Off-r

Ave

I-29

Despite the hectic move-in
day, there have not been any issues during construction, which
is slightly ahead of schedule, according to Auringer and Rittershaus.
“Overall, it’s been going really
smooth. The rain, lately, has kind
of been slowing progress, but if
it would stop raining we’ll pick
back up and keep moving on,”
Auringer said.
The construction consists
of a near complete overhaul of
Sixth Street.
“There’s all new underground
utilities, all new storm sewer and
water main and sewer going in,
all of the old road is removed and
it will be replaced with all new
concrete,” Auringer said.
The south side of the Sunrise Ridge Road intersection will
remain closed for another week
until work is complete.
The southeast exit ramp will
remain closed from one to two
weeks while construction on the
new single bridge is finished.

Sunrise Ridge Rd

Though she has stepped away from
SA, Ghebrekidan hopes to work with
senators like Irakoze Naftari to draft
a resolution for some form of a transportation program.
Naftari, junior public relations
and business economics major, said
he is part of a collaborative effort to
establish public transportation to and
from campus for all.
“Semehar’s project, I think was
a great step toward better programs
for students,” Naftari said. “I loved it
when I first heard about it; I was excited and wanted to help however I
can.”
With collaboration between Bata
Bus and Jefferson Lines, Naftari said
the project is still in the idea stages,
but his efforts with Kas Williams, program adviser for African-American
programs in the Multicultural Center,
and Nathan Ziegler, director of inclusion, diversity and equity, are in progress and they are “open to any ideas.”
A transportation system for students and faculty is “not a want anymore, it is a need,” Naftari said. “We
have heard a lot of cries for it, and I
know we will find a way.”
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What you missed this summer: construction projects across campus
STAFF REPORTS
South Dakota State students have
only been gone for three months,
but Brookings has undergone
some big changes in that time.
Apart from the traffic cones overtaking Sixth Street, campus is also
getting plenty of updates.

PAC expansion
The expansion of the Performing Arts Center began in the spring
of this year and is set to be completed by the end of 2018 and fully-functional by spring 2019. This

expansion will add nearly 100,000
square feet and offer an 850-seat
proscenium theater, small recital
hall, dance studio and more than
30 faculty offices.
The newly-renovated PAC will
provide one home for State University Theatre, the Department of
Music and students of the dance
minor. The PAC parking lot is
closed, leaving one less parking lot
for people to use during football
season.

Beginning of Wellness Center
expansion
The expansion of the Wellness

Center will cost $14.4 million and
take about 18 months to complete,
which will be by 2019.
The expansion will bring a new
gymnasium court, a multipurpose activity court, two racquetball
courts, a studio, more fitness space,
an Outdoor Program space and
additional storage spaces.
The clinic remodel will put the
pharmacy in the main lobby hallway, as well as add more clinic
rooms and counseling spaces. The
welcome desk will relocate to a
central space between old and new
buildings. Conference rooms will
be added where the front desk currently exists.
Alumni Green Project
Work on the President’s
House, Alumni Center and Alumni Green that began in May 2016
are now complete. The dedication
for Alumni Green is scheduled for
Sept. 15.

The Alumni Green features a
replica of the original clock tower that stood atop the “Old North”
building on campus in the 1980s.
The plaza area around the clock
tower is named after the Tompkins
family, who helped establish the
original alumni center.
Steve Erpenbach, SDSU Foundation President and CEO, expects to see regularly held campus events on the Alumni Green,
such as the Hobo Day Committee’s
Hobolympics.
The President’s House is President Barry Dunn’s new residence.
Parties and gatherings are traditionally held in the President’s
House and the building will be
used on occasion for visitors to
campus and other SDSU supporters. It includes a new courtyard
which will also help accommodate
outdoor events.
The Alumni Center is not only

for alumni but also students, and
Erpenbach believes there will be
opportunities for students to be
part of it. The first official event
in the center is a send-off for Miss
South Dakota Miranda Mack as
she leaves for the Miss America
competition Monday, Aug. 28. The
building features pieces of SDSU
history in the alumni gallery to
help students “appreciate the past
of SDSU.”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ABBY FULLENKAMP,
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DAILY CRIME LOG
4.24.17
• 9:45 p.m. @ Ben Reifel
Hall. Poss. Marijuana,
Ingesting Controlled
Substance, Disorderly
Conduct, Resisting Arrest.
4.27.17
• 1:35 a.m. @ Ben Reifel
Hall. Intentional Property
Damage.
• 2:22 p.m. @ AME.
Drone.
4.28.17
• 10:46 p.m. @
Campanile Ave. Underage
Consumption, Possession
of Fake ID.
4.30.17
• 1:43 a.m. @ Caldwell
Hall. UC, Fleeing Police
Officer, Intentional
Damage, Littering.
• 1:43 a.m. @ Caldwell
Hall. Two Counts
Vandalism, Underage,
False Drivers License.
• 5:06 a.m. @ 1100
Block of 8th. Zero-T DUI,
Underage, Open Cont.
MV, Headlight Adjustment,
False Drivers License.
• 8:50 p.m. @ 1100 Block
Bypass. Poss. Marijuana/
Paraphernalia, Ingesting.
5.1.17
• 12:46 p.m. @ Caldwell
Hall. Poss. Marijuana/
Paraphernalia, Ingesting.
5.4.17
• 1:04 a.m. @ Binnewies
Hall. Three Counts
Underage Consumption.
5.5.17
• 2:40 a.m. @ Pierson Hall.
Theft of Mislaid Property.
• 2:40 a.m. @ Pierson Hall.
Three Counts Petty Theft.
7.12.17
• 1:46 p.m. @ Facilities &
Services Admin. Found
Marijuana.

(Top Left) Michelle and Jeff Simons help loft their daughter’s bed
as she moves into the Honors Residence Hall Aug. 18, 2017.
(Top Right) President Barry Dunn helps load carts during move-in
Aug. 18, 2017.
(Mid Right) Onlookers try to identify the sun’s location in the
overcast sky as the eclipse begins at 11:37 a.m. Aug. 21.
(Mid Left) Kaitlin Warren, freshman pre-nursing major, adjusts her
bed spread as she moves into her Honors Residence Hall dorm.
(Bottom Right) Interim Dean of Agriculture and Biological Sciences, Don Marshall, welcomes incoming freshman class of 2021 in
Frost Arena Aug. 19.

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED / SERVICES
OFFERED
M&S Business Cleaning.
Hours from approx. 5 to 9
p.m., 1 to 5 days per week
available. For more information call (605) 690-1554.

(Bottom Left) Sami Alfke and Christopher Tiernan attempt to view
the eclipse at the Society of Physics Students’ eclipse booth
despite the cloudy day Aug. 21.
(Bottom Center) Meet State volunteers carry in loads of furniture
as students move into residence halls Aug. 18, 2017 in Mathews
Hall.
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Robotics Club unites majors
IAN LACK
Reporter
Students gather in the
third floor of Daktronics
Engineering Hall weekly to sketch designs, write
code and solder metals to
create their own robot.
This is South Dakota
State University’s Robotics Club. Formed in 2014,
the club boasts 25 members who want to better
their robotics skills.
“We have computer science majors, mechanical
engineers, graphic design
students and even some
econ and plant science
students,” club President
Calvin Kielas-Jensen
said. “You don’t have to
have engineering knowledge to want to join. You
just have to be interested
and be willing to learn.”
Kielas-Jensen, senior
electrical engineering
major, didn’t have a lot of
experience with robotics
when he joined the club,
but had coding knowledge he wanted to apply
in the physical world.
Research Associate III
Jason Sternhagen, the
club’s adviser, said students grow in their understanding of the technology.
The club has created
several robots, including
“sumo robots,” made for
competitions where they
push each other over, and
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The Acroname Garcia robotic prototyping platform is meant to teach
students how to program and use motory sensors.

a quadcopter that’s used
for aerial video capture.
The club is beginning
work on an all-terrain robot this semester.
It takes a couple weeks
to several months to create the robots. There is a
formal process for which
funds are allocated for
projects.
When a club member pitches an idea, the
club votes to approve and
fund the project, members are assigned to different tasks.
Then, members design the machine and order parts or create them
in a workshop on campus. Code is written for
the robot, creating the
instructions it will carry out.
Prototyping then begins. Parts are assembled
and lightly tested before
revisions are made, finalizing the robot.
Club Vice President

and senior computer science major Mitchell Petit said creating a robot is
“an engineering process.”
“There’s a lot of planning and collaboration
that really go a long way
to create just one machine,” Petit said.
The club has also been
invested in community outreach. In the past,
the club has reached out
to George S. Mickelson
Middle School to foster robotics interest by
teaching students the basic mechanics. The club’s
members plan to continue these outreach efforts.
“For anyone considering joining, I’d say if
you’re a tinkerer like me
and have any interest in
robots whatsoever, stop
on by,” Petit said.
The Robotics Club
meets at 7:30 p.m. Mondays in Daktronics Engineering Hall room 370.
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Coffee shop caters to south-side caffeine needs
LAURA BUTTERBRODT
Lifestyles Editor
The commute to campus from
southwest Brookings just got a little easier.
Upstream Coffee opened in
late April on South Main Avenue
after owner Matt Naughton realized there were no places to stop
for coffee between where he lived,
at the south end of Brookings, and
where he worked downtown.
Naughton takes pride in the
fact his business is run “as local
as possible.” The coffee served is
Westbound Coffee, which is roasted in Brookings, and baked goods
are brought in from Pink Lady
Bakery in Aurora.

5
with

minutes

Nathan Ziegler

Director of Diversity,
Inclusion, Equity and
Access

MAKENZIE HUBER
Editor-in-Chief
The “Five minutes with” series
focuses on an SDSU faculty,
student or member of the Brookings
community. The interviewer spends
five minutes speaking with a person
to learn their specialty or something
they are passionate about.

Nathan Ziegler is the director of
Diversity, Inclusion, Equity and
Access. He was hired spring 2017,
previously serving as director of
English as a Second Language
(ESL).

Naughton’s wife Lindsay suggested the name Upstream Coffee.
Naughton has been a fisherman
his whole life, so the fishing theme
decorating the walls and on the
sign outside came “naturally.”
Three rooms in the shop are
furnished with chairs and tables
to accommodate for study groups,
meetings or other groups, free of
charge.
“We actually had a girl all summer sitting in one of those rooms
writing her thesis,” Naughton said.
Naughton said lights aren’t required in the rooms because there
are so many large windows on the
building to let in natural lighting.
“I love the atmosphere and I
like the rooms where you can still

be part of it, but you’re kind of
closed off and can have the door
open or closed,” said customer
Joan Carter.
Business at Upstream Coffee
has stayed consistent through the
summer, according to Naughton.
“We’ve just been getting ourselves known, and that takes a lot
in this town,” Naughton said. He
expects the return of students to
increase business.
Members of the Brookings
Moms Next club meet there, and
Patricia Crinion said she was “dazzled” by the shop. Shirley Clayson
and Stephanie Caron, also with
Moms Next, said they appreciated the location. Caron lives in Volga and said the shop is convenient

for her to reach when she comes to
Brookings.
Upstream Coffee’s weekly Political Mondays attracts customers to the shop. Every Monday at
11 a.m., a guest will come for a discussion. Visitors have included the
Brookings County Sheriff’s Department, Mayor Keith Corbett
and South Dakota State University
President Barry Dunn.
The building features a
drive-thru as well. A friend of
Naughton’s built the drivethru window in his garage, which
helped Naughton keep his business project local.
“It works most of the time,”
Naughton said. “It’s a homegrown
kind of thing.”

The shop’s mascot, Cuppington, is a coffee to-go cup with a
face drawn on it. It helps advertise
the shop by appearing in photos on
Facebook and Instagram.
Naughton said one of his customers’ favorite orders is the caramel macchiato. He also described
his blended coffee as “smooth and
creamy.” However, Naughton himself favors the white mocha or a vanilla latte.
Upstream Coffee is open 6 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. daily, although those
hours may soon expand to 9 p.m.
to accommodate students and
night owls.

Q: What is the Office of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and
Access?

Q: What are some of your responsibilities as director of
Diversity, inclusion, Equity and Access?

A: It’s a new office that the
president formed to drive diversity,
inclusion, equity and access
as part of the mission of the
university; including helping with
programming centered around
diversity, helping with curriculum
and integrating that as a focus
across the campus curriculum,

A: I’ll be providing counsel and
advice to the senior leadership
team and the executive team,
which includes the vice presidents
and the chief of staff and legal
council — as well as providing
counsel to the president’s council,
which includes the deans. So
part of my role will be providing

helping with underrepresented
student recruitment and faculty
and staff recruitment, and looking
at accessibility in how we’re
providing accessibility for people
with disabilities, or people who
might have financial or physical
needs they’re not able to get from
their main campus.

senior leadership centered around
diversity and inclusion, in addition
to being sort of the advocate for
underrepresented peoples across
campus — serving on different
committees, working within
different programs to help ensure
students are being included and
being treated equitably.

Q: What are some things or personal goals you hope to
accomplish in this position this year?
A: This year I have a couple key
initiatives I’m working on. The
first is to establish a diversity
council, which will be a campuswide council that will include
representation from every college,
unit or department depending
on their skills, as well as student
leaders and organizations. The
diversity council will sort of
provide a place for people to
bring together different issues
or solutions to diversity and
inclusion initiatives, as well as
provide guidance down to different
diversity and inclusion committees
to enact some change. ...
Another thing I’m working on is
developing the diversity academy,

which will be a campus-wide cocurricular training on diversity and
inclusion; and the academy will
connect students, faculty and staff
to different workshops that are
currently happening ...
The third primary initiative
I’m working on is pulling this
all together into a diversity
communication that allows people
to know what’s happening around
campus related to diversity and
inclusion matters. That includes
guest speakers or student panels or
different special events we have so
people can get a sense on a weekly
basis how they can participate
in diversity and inclusion
programming.
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NOW HIRING!

Pick up an application at Pizza King/ Store hours 4-10pm
605-692-4226 • 308 Main Ave., Brookings
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Why gas
is worth
the money

Editorial

Issue:
The lack of transportation access between
campus and community negatively affects students

RACHEL ASTLEFORD
Columnist
It’s 90 degrees outside. The air is
thick and humid. There’s no breeze,
and the asphalt radiates heat. You’re
walking down Sixth Street. Cars are
racing past, reflecting the hot sun in
your face and making it hard to see.
You’re walking to Walmart for
groceries, cutting through McCrory
Gardens for a little shade. The dirt
is dry and clouds of dust follow your
steps.
You walk home with several
bags on each arm. The plastic handles are barely intact, but still cutting into your fingers.
When you finally make it out of
the heat and climb the stairs to your
residence hall, you unpack your
groceries and find your frozen pizza is no longer frozen, your yogurt is
runny and your fruit is smashed.
This is the reality for many students and families in Brookings
who do not have vehicles or convenient and affordable access to public transportation.
Some are lucky enough to have
bicycles, but many do not. Even
those with bikes are often left
stranded when that infamously
harsh South Dakota winter comes
around.

We all know transportation is a
problem.
We need a bike sharing program.
We need a bus system.
We need more than just expensive taxis and van services with unreliable hours.
But what the students really
need is for the university to care —
to genuinely care.
Groups in the past have tried to
make changes and help students,
and while individuals have benefitted from these efforts, there is no
permanent solution.
Caleb Evenson, co-owner of
Bluestem Bicycles and Semehar
Ghebrekidan, second-year graduate
student, highlighted past programs,
like Bum-a-Bike, as campus efforts
for bike sharing.
Due to lack of funds and resources for upkeep and storage,
Evenson said, these programs have
been unsuccessful in the long term
in Brookings.
It is evident there is passion
for change with a new bicycle shop
downtown and a bicycling club on
campus, as well as Ghebrekidan’s
recent efforts to assist internation-

I looked over my bank statements recently to get an idea of
what I spent most of my money
on this summer. To no surprise,
the largest amount of money I
spent was on gas, second to food,
which was also not a surprise.
Honestly, I was fine with that.
To me, a full tank of gas is more
valuable than the newest clothes
or shoes.
I value new experiences and
adventures more than material
objects.
When I was younger, my parents would load my older brother and I up and we would depart
for another state. When I was
younger, I didn’t really appreciate all the effort and time my
parents, especially my dad, put
into making those vacations happen.
Because of my parents I was
able to see the Pacific Ocean,
huge lakes and several species of
animals you wouldn’t ever dream
of seeing in South Dakota.
This summer I made a point
to take opportunities to travel and get away more than I ever
have. You’re only young once,
right? I can honestly say this
summer was more memorable
than any other I’ve had before.
That is why a tank full of gas,
the chance to see something new
is so important; the opportunity to try something new. It’s time
we start focusing less on material
objects and start celebrating experiences and adventures.
I challenge you to save up gas
money and put it to use. It’s a
stunning paradise we live in and
gas money gives us the chance to
take it all in.

al students with transportation, but
these independent efforts are not
enough to help our community.
We need our university to help
its students.
Most likely, the university hopes
the city will do something, and the
city hopes the university will do
something.
But while nobody wants to come
forward and make a change, our
community struggles.
Students, especially international or out-of-state students, need the
university to see them — to see their
struggle, empathize with their situations and do something.
They often must rely on friends
for rides, which makes students feel
like a burden. In the summer, less
people are around to help give rides
anyway.
Students need accessibility to
campus, to the store, to the clinic and to community attractions.
Apart from personal hardship, the
lack of accessible, affordable transportation polarizes the campus and
community. It separates students
and community members. It leaves
us divided.

Stance:

The university needs to take initiative to develop a
solution regarding transportation for students
The Collegian staff meets weekly and agrees on the issue of the editorial.
The editorial represents the opinion of The Collegian.

Rachel Astleford is a nutrition &
dietetics major at SDSU and can be
reached at rachel.astleford@jacks.
sdstate.edu.

The First Amendment does not falter at hatred
GARRETT AMMESMAKI
News Editor
The afternoon of violence in
Charlottesville, North Carolina
and the subsequent media fallout present a difficult philosophical question for our generation:
When does freedom of
speech falter?
The simple answer is that it
doesn’t, no matter how abhorrent the speech is to modern
American values. But, as of now,
some critics are drawing the
line for the First Amendment at
hate.
“The so-called ‘alt-right,’ or
the white nationalists, have no
place in America, and they don’t
deserve a place on our political
spectrum,” said Diana Ratcliff,
cousin of victim Heather Heyer who was ran down by a white
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supremacist during the Aug. 12
Charlottesville protest, in an article she wrote for CNN.
It is a hard sentiment to disagree with, considering hatred
and bigotry are so vile, but as
the public cries for the removal of the cancer that is the Ku
Klux Klan and other white-power groups, it strikes the heart of
American democracy, and serves
to entrench the messiah complex of white-supremacists.
That complex is mired in
their twisted values, and what
they perceive as an attack on
white America.
“For one thing, it means that
we’re showing to this parasitic class of anti-white vermin that
this is our country. This country
was built by our forefathers, sustained by us, it’s going to remain
our country,” white-supremacist
writer Robert Ray said Aug. 12
in a Vice interview.
It is the rhetoric that echoes
throughout the white-power movement, they are supposed defenders of white AmerThe Collegian is the
independent student
newspaper at South
Dakota State University
in Brookings, S.D.
The Collegian is
published by and for
South Dakota State
University students under
the First Amendment
guarantees of free speech

and a free press.
Opinions expressed on
these pages are not
necessarily those of the
student body, faculty,
staff or administration.
The Collegian is
published weekly on
Wednesday during the
academic year of SDSU.

ica; Christ-like figures in a war
against multiculturalism.

“

IF WE ARE WILLING
TO FORSAKE THE
RIGHTS OF ANOTHER
AMERICAN FOR THE
COMFORT OF OUR
CONSCIENCE, WE HAVE
FORSAKEN THE RIGHTS
OF US ALL.
GARRETT AMMESMAKI
News Editor

The violence in Charlottesville is inexcusable, and the
death of Heather Heyer tragic,
but at what point do we pull out
crosses and let members of the
white power movement crucify
themselves in the name of bigotry?
If we remove their ability to

speak, if we remove their ability
to march, they win. If we physically attack them, if we strip
them of their voice, we prove
them right.
Racism and bigotry are endemic within our society. This
is not a resurgence of white-supremacy, it is a festering sore
underneath the fragile skin of
the United States.
In 2015, the Arkansas
League of the South held an
event against the “genocidal attack of the Southern people and
their symbols,” and the “deliberate cultural and ethnic cleansing
of White, Christian Southerners,” according to the Anti-Defamation League.
It is the same reason those
misguided souls marched on
Charlottesville.
They are inherently wrong,
but the only way to prove that
is allowing them their rights as
American citizens to voice their
opinion without fear of violence.
Donald Trump was not wrong in
his assertion that violence came
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from “many sides” of the Charlottesville protest.
The anti-fascist group “Antifa” partake in violence regularly at protests, and they may not
have been aggressors in Charlottesville, but they certainly
weren’t pacifists. Violence from
the alt-left is just as detrimental
to our fundamental values as violence from the alt-right.
If we are willing to forsake
the rights of another American for the comfort of our conscience, we have forsaken the
rights of us all.
As Evelyn Beatrice Hall once
wrote:
“I disapprove of what you
say, but I will defend to the
death your right to say it.”
Garrett Ammesmaki is a
News Editor at The Collegian
and can be reached at
gammesmaki@sdsucollegian.com.

Letters to the Editor
Send letters to letters@
sdsucollegian.com
or to USU 069 Box
2815, Brookings, S.D.
57006. You can also
post comments online
at www.sdsucollegian.
com. Please keep to less
than 250 words.

Main line: 605.688.6164
Newsroom: 605.688.6166
Editor-in-Chief: 605.688.6178
Email: news@sdsucollegian.com
sdsuadvertising@gmail.com
Twitter: @sdsucollegian,
@collegian_live;
@CollegianSports
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An honest discussion of the truths of college

MICAYLA TER WEE
Columnist
One year ago, I was a high
school graduate just beginning
my transition into a college student. I had few worries about
starting college.
I was a straight-A student
with self-discipline and average social skills. Everyone assured me that I was more than
equipped to smoothly enter the
college atmosphere.
The transition was not overly difficult. However, there were
a few hard truths about leaving
high school that I grappled with
during my freshman year.
There are no more expectations of you.
In high school, my teachers
and parents knew what I was capable of academically and held
me responsible to meet those expectations. College professors
had no idea what kind of stu-

dent I was, and they likely did
not care.
I always let everyone else’s
expectations serve as my goals,
so I struggled to set my own
goals without them. I will always
remember the first time I turned
in an incomplete assignment. I
was mildly shocked to see that
my professor did not care and I
still got a B on the assignment. It
was slightly liberating.
Opportunities are no longer
handed on silver platters.
I come from a small, rural community and school district. Everyone knows everyone
else’s strengths and interests.
My teachers knew which clubs
or projects I would excel in, so
they would simply ask me to
join. Community members knew
what jobs I had the skills for, so
they would approach me and offer jobs.
That all ended in college.
I had to vocalize my interests
and skills to others. I had to approach my professors to ask for
opportunities. I had to search for
ways to be involved. It took me
nearly a semester to accept this
new reality.

Life isn’t planned for you.
In high school I knew everyone, had a solid group of friends
and my life had few variables.
College was different. I was
in a new state and had to build
new friendships. I questioned
my major and aspirations. My
confidence in my abilities wavered and every decision I had to
make morphed into a new anxiety. As someone who has always
been sure about her choices, this
was hard to experience.
Fortunately, every other
freshman was experiencing the
same thing. It is amazing how
therapeutic it was to talk about
anxieties with other freshmen
over a tub of ice cream.
Once I acknowledged these
hard truths about college, I began to really enjoy my freshman
year at SDSU. As I begin my second year, I am hesitantly excited to see what new challenges I
will face.
Micayla Ter Wee is a secondary
education Spanish major
and can be reached at
micayla.terwee@jacks.sdstate.edu.

Three important steps to take your freshman year

VIRAJ PATEL
Columnist

Looking back at my freshman year,
I realize I made three decisions
that made me who I am. I want to
encourage you to take these steps
as freshmen.
My first suggestion is to join a
club you know nothing about.
My freshman year at the student organization festival, I walked
up to a table that said Jackrabbit Forensics. For a 19-year-old
from Mumbai, India, who watched
a lot of “CSI” and “White Collar,”
the term “forensics” had only one
meaning: scientific inquiry into
crimes.
I was wrong.
Jackrabbit Forensics is the
speech and debate team at South

Dakota State, and they compete in
events nationally. Unknowingly, I
joined the team and it changed my
perspective on American culture,
as well as world events. Join a club
or an organization you don’t know
anything about. It will be worth it.
Second, I urge you to change
your major or add a minor. My involvement with Jackrabbit Forensics convinced me to pursue a major in communication studies.
Changing majors proved to be
the best change I made in my life.
It helped open floodgates of opportunities, which in turn increased
my involvement across campus
and in the community.
Changing a major is a huge
step, so you might consider adding a minor. Most minors might fit
into your program by taking one or

two extra classes.
Finally, I urge you to write up a
four or five-year plan. In my Honors first-year seminar, I had to create a document that reflected my
four-year plan at SDSU.
My plan changed, and your
plan will most likely change. However, it will make classes easier,
looking for and fitting in minors, as
well as carving out the possibility
of studying abroad. So make three
changes during your freshman
year: join a club you don’t know
anything about, change your major
or add a minor and create a fouryear plan.
Viraj Patel is a speech and
communication Major and
can be reached at
viraj.patel@jacks.sdstate.edu.

Making a sustainable future
for South Dakota State Jacks
JENNIFER McLAUGHLIN
Guest Columnist

path to sustainability? The options are endless. To start, treat
others with kindness and be
conscious of how your actions
could impact the natural environment.
Below are some of our campus goals for this year. As you
can see, sustainability reaches all areas of campus and each
person can play a role in making it a success. I look forward
to working with all of you and
helping you and our campus on
the path to sustainability!

In 2015, SDSU earned a bronze
rating in our first sustainability benchmark report through
the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher
Education.
As we look to the future, I
imagine sustainability being a
central part of our campus, with
each student, faculty and staff
member playing a role.
Sustainability is not a oneman show, but rather a community-based effort toward a
brighter future.
So, how can you help on the

Jennifer McLaughlin is the sustainability specialist and can be reached
at jennifer.mclaughlin@sdstate.edu.

Sustainability goals
your bike or carpool to
campus waste.
1. Ride
5. Minimize
campus.
Goal: Decrease waste per
Goal: 50 percent of
students and 23 percent of
employees commute this
way.

sustainability
2. Integrate
concepts into your classes.

person to less than 360
pounds per year.

endangered
6. Identify
species and

environmentally-sensitive
areas on campus and
develop a plan to protect
them.

Goal: 250+ classes include
activities or discussions
about sustainability.

3.

Increase research projects
including sustainability.
Goal: 70 faculty members
include sustainability in
their research.

4.

Recycle all appropriate
items.
Goal: Increase our recycling rate from 18 percent
to 25 percent.

policies about
7. Implement
sustainable purchasing,

such as increasing the
number of energy-efficient
electronics.

number of extra8. Increase
curricular sustainabilityrelated activities.

campus dining
9. Increase
sustainability.

Living a legacy of faith &
fellowship. Come join us.
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SUDOKU

9am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 Coffee & fellowship

Wednesday night choirs
Bible studies
Youth group

First Presbyterian Church

PuzzleJunction.com

692-2416• 405 7th Ave • brookingspresbyterian.org

Collegian CROSSWORD
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The Collegian 8/23/17 Crossword
To solve the Sudoku puzzle, each row, column and box
must contain the numbers 1 to 9.
Across

9
7 5

6
3

9
4 5
1 9
8 2

5

6

1
7

2
3

4 2
7 1 6

Copyright ©2017 PuzzleJunction.com

Sudoku Solution

6 3 2 7 5 9 4 1 8
7 5 8 4 2 1 9 3 6

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

15
14
1 Meat loaf
serving
18
19
17
5 Tender spots
22
21
10 Antares, for one 20
14 Big copper
23
24
25
26
exporter
27
28
29
15 Corpulent plus
16 Subdued
34
33
17 Say for sure
18 Shellfish trap
37
38
36
20 Letter
41
42
40
22 Levels
23 Ginger ___
45
46
44
24 Sick and tired
47
48
27 Songbird
29 Embrocated
49
50
51
52
30 Apprehend
56
57
58
59
33 Dead-end jobs
34 Cooling-off
62
61
period
35 Corrida cry
65
64
36 Be in a cast
Copyright ©2017 PuzzleJunction.com
37 Compass dir.
62 Miscalculated
11 Package wrapper 37
38 Dance step
63 Mediocre
12 Roman love god
42
39 Coal holder
64 “Holy ___!”
13 Soaks, as flax
43
40 Routing word
65 Haggard
19 Musical
41 Except
66 Gush forth
compositions
46
43 Tickled
21 Family
47
44 Mr. Potato Head
Down
24 Giant syllable
48
piece
25 Slip by
45 Western director
1 Junk E-mail
26 Cézanne
49
Sergio
2 First name in
contemporary
50
46 Afflictions
27 Caribbean island, 51
jeans
47 Harbors
3 Aphrodite’s lover
Saint ___
48 Mason’s burden
28 ___ of roses
4 Ships’ officers
52
49 Shoulders
5 Figure out
29 Spotted wildcat
53
gesture
6 Cousin of a
30 Majestic
54
52 Flip-flops
31 Assumed name
bassoon
55
56 Pretentious
7 Yank’s foe
32 Road turn
57
60 School on the
33 Talk wildly
8 Hook shape
58
Thames
9 Congeal
34 Baltimore’s ___
61 Support, in a
10 Bacon bit
Harbor
59
way

10

11

12

13

30

31

32

54

55

Pu

16

35
39
43

53
60
63
66

Speech at the bier
Printer’s widths
Hera or Nike,
e.g.
Hit the jackpot
Kind of knife
Prolific Austrian
composer
Fake
Vagabond
Cambodian
currency
Potpourri
Crowning
Misplace
Winter forecast
Poet Hughes
Bobby of the
Bruins
Lyrical Gershwin

Find the answers at sdsucollegian.com
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SUNDAY

A variety of club options for Jacks of all interests

TUESDAY

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

23

Fellowship of Christian
Athletes 8 p.m.
Chicoine Champions
Room @ Dykhouse
Student Athlete Center
Math Club 6 p.m.
AME 220

HEROH 6 p.m.
Wagner 208

FRIDAY

24

Engineers Without
Borders 5:30 p.m.
Crothers 215

SATURDAY

25

The Collegian was
not informed of any
scheduled events.

Ultimate Frisbee Club
6-8 p.m.
Binnewies Green
Swim Club 8 p.m.
Wellness Center Pool

27

Lutheran Student
Fellowship 6 p.m.
Mt. Calvary Lutheran
Church

28
Students’ Association
7 p.m. Union Lewis
and Clark room
Swim Club 8 p.m.
Wellness Center Pool
Lost and Found
6:30 p.m. Wagner 157
Christian Student
Fellowship 7 p.m.
Union 260
Pokemon Club 7 p.m.
Honors Hall Basement

29

30

History Club 5:30 p.m.
The Collegian West Hall
Reporter Meeting
5 p.m. Collegian Office Journalism Club 5 p.m.
Union 069
Yeager 204
Dietetics & Health
AAFCS/FCCLA Club
Sciences Club 5 p.m. 6:30 p.m. Wenona 208
Wagner 167
Fellowship of Christian
Exercise Science Club
Athletes 8 p.m.
6:30 p.m. Rotunda C
Chicoine Champions
Room @ Dykhouse
Ultimate Frisbee Club
Student Athlete Center
6-8 p.m.
Binnewies Green

31

Investment Club 5:30
p.m. SAG 139
Ultimate Frisbee Club
6-8 p.m.
Binnewies Green

September 1
The Collegian was
not informed of any
scheduled events.

Swim Club 8 p.m.
Wellness Center Pool
Horticulture & Urban
Ag Club 7 p.m.
718 8th Avenue

Love Your Melon 8 p.m.
Union Dakota Room
Cru 8 p.m.
Ag Engineering 100

4

Chemistry Club 5 p.m.
SAV 380
Christian Student
Fellowship 7 p.m.
Union 260
Students’ Association
7 p.m. Union Lewis
and Clark room
Swim Club 8 p.m.
Wellness Center pool

5

The Collegian Reporter Meeting
5 p.m. Collegian Office
Union 069
Student National
Education Association
7 p.m. Union Hobo
Day Gallery
Cru 8 p.m.
Ag Engineering 100

6

Fellowship of Christian
Athletes 8 p.m.
Chicoine Champions
Room @ Dykhouse
Student Athlete Center
Math Club 6 p.m.
AME 220
Colleges Against
Cancer 7 p.m.
Union Pasque Room

Ultimate Frisbee Club
6-8 p.m.
Binnewies Green

Agronomy &
Conservation Club
7 p.m. SAB 100B

The first week of classes may
leave many new students with
unanswered questions, but a few
of South Dakota State’s professors came together to give advice
to incoming students.
New Jacks are entering “syllabus week,” which means a lot
of new things for first-year students: new schedules, new
home, new friendships and new
things to worry about.
For those who have not decided on a major, University College professor Amy Pedersen
said uncertainty about an area of
study is common, and just fine.
“Take some time to get to
know yourself and what you
are looking for in life,” Pedersen said. “Many adults don’t
know what they want to do and
are unhappy in a career because
they didn’t take the time to learn
about themselves and use a process like we do in Exploratory
Studies.”
A 2013 CareerBuilder study
showed that 31 percent of college graduates ages 35 and older
never work in their major field
of study.
English professor Lynn
Hublou said a great way to get to
know yourself is to expand your
horizons and get involved outside of class.
“Students need to plug into
the experience,” Hublou said.
“Embrace every opportunity because their time here is so short
and these opportunities may not
happen again.”
Freshman music education

8

The Collegian was
not informed of any
scheduled events.

Criminal Justice Club
7 p.m. Wagner 131
Ab & Bio Ice Cream
Social 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Caldwell Green
Swim Club 8 p.m.
Wellness Center pool

* Not all clubs were able to comment on meeting times.

Don’t panic! Advice from professors
JONATHAN NESWICK
Lifestyles Reporter

7

major Alyssa Anderson wondered how she could get involved at SDSU and what would
look good on a résumé.

“

A UNIVERSITY EDUCATION STANDS FOR
SOMETHING IN THE
REAL WORLD, SO
THREAT IT WITH THAT
SAME IMPORTANCE.
Lynn Hublou
English Professor

Pedersen said the opportunities to make friends at South Dakota State are endless and that
finding others with similar interests will make students more
comfortable in their new community. Being involved in campus clubs or volunteer organizations are great résumé-builders
as well.
Kevin Moody, a freshman
music education major, said
his greatest concern about college was being lost in the shuffle of his social life and his class
schedule.
Biology professor Samson Smith said the best way to
achieve a balanced schedule in
the first year is knowing when
there is free time to accomplish
tasks can help keep students on
track with responsibilities.
“Visualizing your time like
this is the first step in seeing
some little blocks of time that
can be used more productively right at the beginning of the

term,” Smith said.
Hublou stressed the importance of studying at the college
level, which includes staying on
top of assignments, preparing
for exams and checking the syllabus.
“A university education
stands for something in the real
world, so treat it with that same
importance,” Hublou said.
Smith said students need to
learn how to be responsible for
themselves when it comes to
schoolwork.
“It will be very tempting
to rely on your professors and
classmates for reminders when
an assignment is due or when an
exam is scheduled,” Smith said.
“The burden of planning your
time is now squarely on you.”
Making connections with
peers and instructors should be
done sooner rather than later,
Pedersen said. Getting to know
classmates during group work
and connecting with professors
will serve as a network and resources throughout your college
career.
Hublou said an open mind is
one of the major keys to a successful school year.
“Challenging yourself to try
new things will lead to an overall successful college experience,”
Hublou said. “Welcome new
ideas, embrace the possibility of
your perspective changing, and
be open to the diversity that surrounds you.”

TOP
FIVE
Ways to get an A
LAURA BUTTERBRODT
Lifestyles Editor

Stay organized

Purchase a planner to organize not only
monthly events, but also easy-to-forget daily
tasks. Keep to-do lists in the planner and
enjoy the satisfaction of crossing things off.
Get to know your classmates
This tip is helpful in classes related to your
major because you’ll have many classes with
the same people. Connecting with peers can
help form study groups and friendships.
Don’t be afraid of your professors
Many professors see hundreds of students
each week, but that doesn’t make you
completely irrelevant. Let them know if you’re
struggling, either in class or with a personal
issue. Chances are they want to help you
succeed if they know you’re trying your best.
Plan ahead
You might think you’ll have plenty of time to
write that paper due in a month, but if you
don’t start early you might end up panicking
toward the end. Look ahead at deadlines
and begin studying for exams as soon as
you learn the chapter so you don’t forget the
information.
Have fun! (In moderation)
College is a time to be social and make
friends. Don’t overwhelm yourself with your
schoolwork. Take a break from studying and
get involved in campus clubs. Just be sure
you don’t spend ALL your time socializing!
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WOMAN
4 WONDER
No, it isn’t the best film

Movie night
with Ian Lack

of the summer, but “Wonder
Woman” has certainly proven
herself at the box office. A charismatic performance from Gal
Gadot and the razor sharp direction of Patty Jenkins prove
women truly do run the world.

Editor’s Note: This is a list based on
the 2017 summer films the reporter was able to see within his free time,
from May 5 to Aug. 11. The list takes
into account all qualities of film making and personal taste, as well as audience appeal.
The 2017 summer seemed offered a new and entertaining film
every single weekend.

DRIVER
1BABY
This is director Edgar

Wright’s first film after leaving
Marvel’s “Ant-Man” three years
ago, and it seems Marvel’s the
one that missed out. The auteur
filmmaker holds nothing back
in the director’s chair, crafting a lavish, high-energy action
flick that doubles as the best
movie of the summer. The film
is unique in its editing style,
blending its action scenes with
throwback rock-and-roll hits
while offering a beautiful story
about how hard it is to leave a
life of crime behind.

sdsucollegian.com

IT COMES AT NIGHT
5 While
it left some audiences

IAN LACK • The Collegian graphic

Left: Ansel Elgort portrays a mysterious, musically-inclined getaway driver in the action flick “Baby Driver.” Center: Gal Gadot
stars in highest grossing film of the summer, “Wonder Woman.” Right: Kumail Nanjiani stars in the romantic comedy “The Big
Sick,” based on his personal love-life.

THE BIG SICK
2 “The
Big Sick” is based on

DETROIT
3Offering
strong perfor-

the true story of how comedian-turned-actor Kumail Nanjiani met his wife and her parents after she slipped into a
coma. Starring Nanjiani as himself, this unconventional romantic comedy offers biting humor,
heart and an ending that will
put a smile on any movie-goer’s face.

mances across the board and
another first-rate turn in the director’s chair from Kathryn Bigelow, “Detroit” addresses a
deadly night at the Algier’s Motel and the 1967 Detroit Riots
with diligence and emotional
heft. Never before has violence
against African-Americans been
depicted in cinema with such
brutal honesty.

frustrated by a lack of zombies,
“It Comes at Night” is a psychological thriller that’ll make you
sink into your seat. A word to
the wise: don’t watch this alone.

6SPIDER-MAN:
HOMECOMING
What could Marvel possi-

bly show us in a second reboot
of Spider-Man that we haven’t
already seen? Turns out, they
cooked up a charming, realistic
take on the hero, ditching the origin story for a new tale.

DUNKIRK
7
While not the director’s best
work, “Dunkirk” is another stel-

lar piece from Christopher Nolan. The film offers a complicated narrative, but delivers spectacular visuals and a break-neck
soundtrack from Hans Zimmer.
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WAR FOR THE
8The
PLANET OF THE APES
conclusion to the reboot-

ed “Planet of the Apes” trilogy is
a masterful work of both technical and dramatic crafts, depicting war in spectacular fashion.
Although Woody Harrelson’s villain is rather one-dimensional,
Andy Serkis gives his best performance as Caesar.

WAKEFIELD
9 What
happens when you

mysteriously disappear from
your life, leaving your family behind, only to observe them
from your garage attic for several months? Bryan Cranston turns
out an ingenious performance as
the title character in a film not to
be ignored by the Oscars.

10 OKJA
Netflix finds itself on this

list with the most outside-thebox film of the summer. “Okja”
explores animal rights activism
and the nature of large food companies under the deft direction
of South Korean filmmaker Bong
Joon-ho.

Jack’s Weekly

Horoscopes
Aries

Bring out your can-do
attitude! Create a hopby-hop plan to reach
your biggest goals.

Libra

A social encounter with
your fellow Jackrabbits
will lead you to making
a key decision.

Taurus

The start of the
semester brings new
potential. Take the first
hop toward change.

Scorpio

An opportunity will
arise this week. Ask
your bunny buddies
before making a choice.

stuff.
Aug 25 PRT “Over the River and Through the Woods”
7:30pm Doner Auditorium Free with SDSU ID
26 Grocery Bingo Play bingo, win food!
8pm Union Market
Sep 1 Friday Night Flicks “Wonder Woman”
8pm Union Market

Gemini

Communication with
your bunny buddies
will improve thanks to
the solar eclipse.

Sagittarius

Explore things you’ve
never tried before. You
may find fresh options
and fresh carrots.

Cancer

Work hard and you
may acquire more
Hobo Dough. Pay
attention to detail.

Capricorn

Your mind is hopping
with thoughts of change.
Traveling may lead you in
the right direction.

Leo
Anything seems
possible for you,
Jackrabbit. Don’t be
afraid of change.

Aquarius

A relationship will take
a new turn. Let it hop
its natural course and
listen to your instincts.

Virgo

Focus on your
Jackrabbit spirit this
week. It may help you
feel more energized.

Pisces

If you ate too many
carrots over the summer,
stop being critical and
start making changes.
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Despite the hectic move-in
day, there have not been any issues during construction, which
is slightly ahead of schedule, according to Auringer and Rittershaus.
“Overall, it’s been going really
smooth. The rain, lately, has kind
of been slowing progress, but if
it would stop raining we’ll pick
back up and keep moving on,”
Auringer said.
The construction consists
of a near complete overhaul of
Sixth Street.
“There’s all new underground
utilities, all new storm sewer and
water main and sewer going in,
all of the old road is removed and
it will be replaced with all new
concrete,” Auringer said.
The south side of the Sunrise Ridge Road intersection will
remain closed for another week
until work is complete.
The southeast exit ramp will
remain closed from one to two
weeks while construction on the
new single bridge is finished.

Sunrise Ridge Rd

Though she has stepped away from
SA, Ghebrekidan hopes to work with
senators like Irakoze Naftari to draft
a resolution for some form of a transportation program.
Naftari, junior public relations
and business economics major, said
he is part of a collaborative effort to
establish public transportation to and
from campus for all.
“Semehar’s project, I think was
a great step toward better programs
for students,” Naftari said. “I loved it
when I first heard about it; I was excited and wanted to help however I
can.”
With collaboration between Bata
Bus and Jefferson Lines, Naftari said
the project is still in the idea stages,
but his efforts with Kas Williams, program adviser for African-American
programs in the Multicultural Center,
and Nathan Ziegler, director of inclusion, diversity and equity, are in progress and they are “open to any ideas.”
A transportation system for students and faculty is “not a want anymore, it is a need,” Naftari said. “We
have heard a lot of cries for it, and I
know we will find a way.”

22nd Ave

>> CONSTRUCTION
Continued from A1
472nd Ave

>> BICYCLE DONATION
Continued from A1
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What you missed this summer: construction projects across campus
STAFF REPORTS
South Dakota State students have
only been gone for three months,
but Brookings has undergone
some big changes in that time.
Apart from the traffic cones overtaking Sixth Street, campus is also
getting plenty of updates.

PAC expansion
The expansion of the Performing Arts Center began in the spring
of this year and is set to be completed by the end of 2018 and fully-functional by spring 2019. This

expansion will add nearly 100,000
square feet and offer an 850-seat
proscenium theater, small recital
hall, dance studio and more than
30 faculty offices.
The newly-renovated PAC will
provide one home for State University Theatre, the Department of
Music and students of the dance
minor. The PAC parking lot is
closed, leaving one less parking lot
for people to use during football
season.

Beginning of Wellness Center
expansion
The expansion of the Wellness

Center will cost $14.4 million and
take about 18 months to complete,
which will be by 2019.
The expansion will bring a new
gymnasium court, a multipurpose activity court, two racquetball
courts, a studio, more fitness space,
an Outdoor Program space and
additional storage spaces.
The clinic remodel will put the
pharmacy in the main lobby hallway, as well as add more clinic
rooms and counseling spaces. The
welcome desk will relocate to a
central space between old and new
buildings. Conference rooms will
be added where the front desk currently exists.
Alumni Green Project
Work on the President’s
House, Alumni Center and Alumni Green that began in May 2016
are now complete. The dedication
for Alumni Green is scheduled for
Sept. 15.

The Alumni Green features a
replica of the original clock tower that stood atop the “Old North”
building on campus in the 1980s.
The plaza area around the clock
tower is named after the Tompkins
family, who helped establish the
original alumni center.
Steve Erpenbach, SDSU Foundation President and CEO, expects to see regularly held campus events on the Alumni Green,
such as the Hobo Day Committee’s
Hobolympics.
The President’s House is President Barry Dunn’s new residence.
Parties and gatherings are traditionally held in the President’s
House and the building will be
used on occasion for visitors to
campus and other SDSU supporters. It includes a new courtyard
which will also help accommodate
outdoor events.
The Alumni Center is not only

for alumni but also students, and
Erpenbach believes there will be
opportunities for students to be
part of it. The first official event
in the center is a send-off for Miss
South Dakota Miranda Mack as
she leaves for the Miss America
competition Monday, Aug. 28. The
building features pieces of SDSU
history in the alumni gallery to
help students “appreciate the past
of SDSU.”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ABBY FULLENKAMP,
MAKENZIE HUBER

Sports
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Minor updates planned for football stadium
DANA J. DYKHOUSE STADIUM

Total Student Attendance Records for 2013 - 2016
GOAL

16,290

2017

attendance

14,809

2016

attendance

14,171

2015

attendance

12,071

2014

attendance

2013

11,362

ELLIE THOMPSON • The Collegian

Student attendance at the Dana J. Dykhouse stadium has increased 3,447 between 2013 and 2016. “A 10 percent increase (in student attendance) will be my personal goal this year,” Jonathan Treiber, director of sports marketing
said, “more than double our increase from last year.” The first step to achieving Treiber’s goal will be the team’s first home game of the season against Duquesne at 7 p.m., Aug. 31 at Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium.

Athletic Department hopes stadium changes boost attendance
ELLIE THOMPSON
Copy Editor

M

ore than a quarter of
the seats in DJD Stadium were left unfilled at
an average game last season. It’s
typical for a new stadium not to
reach maximum capacity in its
opening year, but the athletic department wants to do better.
The department remains optimistic average attendance will
increase compared to last year,
and that multiple games will sell
out for the 2017 season.
Jeff Holm, senior associate
athletic director who oversees
facilities and operations, said
the first year in the new stadium went extremely well, but admitted there were changes to be
made.
“Things went well, but there’s
certainly always hiccups,” Holm

said. “I had a list of about 50
items that we could somehow
tweak at the end of the year, but
they’re all somewhat smaller
items that most people wouldn’t
see.”
Those small tweaks include
parking expansion, optimizing
traffic flow in and out of the stadium and minor security changes, such as ensuring security personnel are stationed in locations
where fans need the most assistance.
Due to ongoing construction
at the Performing Arts Center,
only the farthest east lot will be
available for game-day parking.
To make up for this loss of space,
there will be parking available in
adjacent fields. The specific location may change on a game-togame basis depending on weather.
When leaving games, some

roads will be turned into oneways to help fans exit the stadium faster. The right lane will
be exclusively for turning right
while the left lane will be specifically for turning left.
There will be extra security
stationed around roads exiting
the stadium to help direct traffic
and make sure fans are safe going through campus construction.
No changes will be made
for tailgating. Students will still
have their reserved tailgating lot
north of Frost Arena where they
can bring their own beverages,
food and tailgating games.
To consume alcoholic beverages, students must wear a designated wristband, which can be
obtained in the tailgating lots.
Current Wellness Center
construction will not affect or
overflow into the student tail-

gate lot.
One of the biggest modifications to the stadium is the addition of the Jackrabbit Central
Stadium Store in the southwest
concourse, open to fans only on
game days.
“There will be a wide variety
of exclusive merchandise that
will only be available at the stadium store,” said Amber Healy,
assistant director of The University Bookstore. “It will be worth
it for Jacks fans to come check
it out.”
The Jackrabbit Central Stadium Store will be open five
hours prior to kick-off and will
remain open throughout the
game. Not only will it feature
high-quality gear, but fans will
also appreciate its unique, rustic
atmosphere.
A giant panorama of the first
game in the Dana J. Dykhouse

46.7%

increase in total attendace

since switching from the

Coughlin Alumni Stadium
from 2015 to the 2017
Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium

Stadium will be the centerpiece on one wall, while another
wall will feature blue and yellow
wood from the Coughlin Alumni Stadium bleachers, stenciled
seat numbers and all.
Another centerpiece to
the store’s décor is the original Coughlin Alumni Stadium
scoreboard, which will provide
running game time during each
home game.
“We appreciate all the hard
work from Facilities and Services to make sure all this happened and have it all come together,” remarked Healy. “We
are excited for this new experience and look forward to hearing what Jackrabbit fans think
of the new store.”

Continued to A11

Jacks football starts season with
dreams of National Championship
CALEB CHRISTENSEN
Sports Reporter
For the first time in the program’s history, the South Dakota State football team will open
the season with a Thursday
night home game. SDSU will
begin their season at 7 p.m.,
August 31 against Duquesne.
The Jacks shared their
first-ever Missouri Valley Football Conference title with
North Dakota State last season, earned a top-eight seed to
the FCS playoffs and advanced
to the quarterfinals in the playoffs for the first time. SDSU is
one of only four FCS programs
to reach the playoffs each of the
last five seasons.
“I’m blessed to be around
my assistant coaches,” Head
Coach John Stiegelmeier said.
“They deserve more recognition for the success of this program. We never have been
ranked higher than we have
now, which is a credit to the
past and current teams. We’ve
also never had higher expectations and that’s credited to the
team we have now and the hard
work they put in.”
SDSU returns a core of the
Abby Fullenkamp • The Collegian team that went 9-4 last year
Sophomore wide reciever Adam Anderson attemps to catch a touchdown pass in an
and earned the fourth spot in
intrasquad scrimmage Aug. 19. The Jacks begin the season Aug. 31 against Duquesne. the STATS FCS poll. The Jacks

will have attention from the
media with their ranking, but
are also gaining attention from
NFL scouts.
“Staying humble going into
each and every game is a big
key,” sophomore middle linebacker Christian Rozeboom
said. “We are going to have
a target on our back, so we
need to come ready to play every game, especially with all
the great teams we have in the
MVFC.”
The Jacks were one of the
most productive offenses in the
MVFC and the FCS this past
season, averaging more than
500 yards in total offense per
game. SDSU returns nine starters, including four All-Americans on offense in junior quarterback Taryn Christion, senior tight end Dallas Goedert,
senior wide receiver Jake
Wieneke and senior center Jacob Ohnesorge.
Christion had a record-setting sophomore year and hopes
to continue that success.
The trio were finalists for
the STATS FCS Walter Payton Award in 2016 and are on
this year’s STATS FCS Walter
Payton Award watch list. This
award is given to the top offensive player in the FCS subdivision.

“If we run the right routes,
I find the right reads and the
right footwork, we should be an
even better team if we get the
little things down and go out
and perform,” Christion said.
Wieneke and Goedert are
both names on NFL teams radars this season, along with senior defensive tackle Kellen
Soulek and Ohnesorge.
Goedert, a 6-foot-5-inch,
260-pound senior tight end
from Britton, ranks eighth in
career receiving yards at SDSU
with 1,877 yards and holds
the SDSU single-game record
with four touchdown catches. He had 92 receptions for
1,293 yards and 11 touchdowns,
which is nearly triple his receiving yards from 2015.
Wieneke has broken several records in his first three seasons and is three receptions
away from breaking the career
receptions record. The threetime all-MVFC and three-time
All-American led the team
and league in receiving yards
(1,316) while ranking second
on the team in receptions (78)
and hauling in 16 touchdowns
last year.

Continued to A11

New Jacks sign on, former athletes sign overseas pro contracts
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
Although South Dakota State
athletics aren’t in season for
most of the summer, the department kept plenty busy.
Two players who graduated in 2017 from the men’s basketball team signed professional contracts to play overseas during the summer. Point
guard Michael Orris signed
with Hamar Basketball Club in
Iceland and forward A.J. Hess

signed with Starwing Basket in
Switzerland.
Clarissa Ober, who graduated from SDSU in 2017 and
played center for the women’s
basketball team, signed a professional contract with ChemCats out of Chemnitz, Germany.
The men’s golf team added
two transfers over the summer.
Jared Nicolls played his first
two seasons at Stetson University and Trevor Thomas played
his first two seasons at Mar-

quette.
Cassidy Laidlaw, Brooke
Piearson and Magda Kruger
signed their national letters of
intent to play with the women’s
golf team over the summer.
Laidlaw is from Calgary,
Alberta in Canada. Piearson
is a Brookings native. Kruger
played at Redlands Community
College in El Rano, Oklahoma
and is from Centurion, South
Africa.
The softball team added two transfer players over

the summer as well. Infielder Megan Rushing and outfielder Kerigan Torres are junior transfers from Des Moines
Area Community College.
Rushing hit .365 last season
with 35 runs batted in and seven home runs. Torres hit .543
last season with 29 RBIs.
The baseball team also added two junior college transfers
over the summer in left-handed pitcher Korey Kuhlman and
infielder Josh Kutzke. Kuhlman comes from Iowa Western

Community College and Kutzke comes from Walla Walla
Community College in Washington.
Kuhlman had a 7-3 career
record at IWCC and had 20
strikeouts last season. Kutzke batted .310 last season with
two home runs and 31 RBIs.
The SDSU football, soccer,
volleyball, cross country and
golf teams all begin their seasons in the next two weeks.
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Two Jacks
football
players
suspended
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
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The Jacks are adding nine new incoming players to their roster, eight of them freshmen. Their goal for this season is to reach 900 wins — a reasonable goal seeing as they’re
only six wins away. Head coach Nicole Cirillo is optimistic about the upcoming season.

Young Jackrabbits optimistic under Cirillo’s command
TRENTON ABREGO
Sports Reporter
The South Dakota State volleyball team will utilize a mix
of youth and experience to
improve on last season, at a
5-23 record.
With eight freshmen on
the roster, there will be plenty of new faces for the Jackrabbits. In total, there are
nine new players on the team.
“I think they have all kind
of surprised me, really, each
of them has something different,” Head Coach Nicole
Cirillo said. “They came in
ready to go and that’s the
hardest thing to find as a
freshman, to be able to play
at a high level. They all came
in with good conditioning
and we didn’t have to focus
on that piece of our game.”
Cirillo said one of the
freshmen will start at the
middle back position, but did
not say which one.
She views having so much
youth on the roster as a good
way to get rid of the “funk”
the program has been in as of
late.
“With youth comes kind of
an ignorance of the past few
years the program has had,”
Cirillo said.
Despite having many new
faces, there are still key players returning for the Jacks.
One of those key players is
sophomore outside hitter
Makenzie Hennen.
Hennen was second on
the team in kills last year

with 228 and was also named
to the Summit League
All-Freshman team.
Senior libero Ellie Benson led the Jacks last year
with 459 digs and an average

“

I’M SUPER EXCITED
ABOUT THIS TEAM
WITH THE NEW GIRLS
AND A NEW SENSE
OF OPTIMISM AND
ENERGY.
ELLIE BENSON
Senior Libero

of 4.54 digs per set. Benson is
the lone senior on this year’s
team.
However, Benson doesn’t
see her status as the Jacks’
only senior as added pressure.
“I’m super excited about
this team with the new girls
and a new sense of optimism
and energy,” Benson said.
Another key returner will
be sophomore outside hitter
Ashlynn Smith, who was selected to the 2016 Summit
League All-Freshman team.
Smith was second in hitting
percentage for the Jacks last
season and started in all 28
matches.
Junior setter Mattison
Munger will also be returning
this year. Munger had 845 assists last year, moving her ca-

reer total to 1,526. She needs
162 assists to position herself
into 10th on the school’s career assist list.
Outside hitter Sierra Peterson led the team with 59
total blocks and 53 block assists in her sophomore season, despite suffering an injury and appearing in only 28
sets.
Cirillo said having a variety of youth and experience
can work for SDSU because
the older players have already
started to take some of the
younger players under their
wings.
“The older players help
guide the younger players
and show them what are the
expectations and what troubles we have had in the past,”
Cirillo said.
The Jacks were picked
seventh out of eight teams
in the Summit League preseason poll. The Denver Pioneers were the top selection for the fourth consecutive year.
SDSU has a chance to
reach 900 wins as a program
this season. They will need to
win six games, one more than
they won last year.
“I don’t want to jinx it
but I think with the talent and the depth we are going to meet (the goal) without a problem, it’s just when
and how we get there,” Cirillo said.
A big focal point for the
Jacks in the off-season was
improving their serve receive.

Last year, they had the most
reception errors in Summit League play. Most of the
serve receive players are returning and during the spring
the coaching staff helped returning players with breaking
down its film and repetitions.
“Just a lot of breakdowns
and a lot of reps and getting
them confident in what they
are doing and just going with
it,” Cirillo said.
The Jacks will open their
season against the Wisconsin-Milwaukee Panthers at
the Panther Invitational Aug.
25, in Milwaukee. It will be
the 12th time in program history the Jackrabbits will begin their season at an away
tournament.
“We are looking forward
to building this program and
having a winning season,”
Benson said.
The Jacks will host the
first Hampton Inn Jackrabbit
Tournament Sept. 1, which
will serve as the home opener
for the Jackrabbits. California
State Bakersfield, Valparaiso and Northern Arizona will
also be in the tournament.
“How we handle some of
the adversity that’s going to
happen, whether it’s winning
or injuries, our response has
to be the things that we have
worked so hard on the past
two years,” Cirillo said. “If we
do those things the wins are
going to come.”

Two South Dakota State football players were suspended for
the first six games of the season Tuesday. Junior safety Makiah Slade and junior offensive lineman Matt Clark were
suspended after violating team
rules.
There is no further information at this time. Slade had
38 tackles last season and two
interceptions. Clark started all
13 games for the Jacks last season.
Slade and Clark will be allowed to return to the field
Oct. 21 on the road against
Missouri State. SDSU will kick
off the season at 7 p.m. Aug.
31, at Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium against Duquense.
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Matt Clark, Junior, Offensive Lineman
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Makiah Slade, Junior, Safety

New face leads SDSU soccer into 2017 season
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
The South Dakota State soccer
team will have a new head coach
after former coach Lang Wedemeyer accepted a job at Liberty University Jan. 31, 2017. That
man is Brock Thompson.
Thompson isn’t new to
Brookings, though. He was an
assistant under Wedemeyer for
the past nine seasons. The Jacks
made the NCAA Tournament
four times during those nine seasons, including last three consecutively.
SDSU opened the season on
the road Aug. 18 in Logan, Utah.
The Jacks fell to Utah State 1-0
in double overtime. Then, they
immediately traveled to Salt
Lake City where they fell to the
University of Utah 4-1.
Thompson said coming into
the season he knew the Jacks
would struggle a little defensively due to lack of experience.
“We’ve got great players back
there, but there’s no substitute
for experience, so we expect that
they’ll gain experience as we
go through the season and in
the end their ability will show,”
Thompson said.
SDSU does have some experience on defense, but not much.
Junior defender Alexa Hepner
set a single-season school record
for minutes played last season

with 1,970. Juniors Annie Wilson and Kyli Nelson split starts
last season, with Wilson starting
eight games and Nelson starting 19.
The Jacks also have two
freshman defenders who have
already contributed minutes in
Molly Ballinger and Kaitlin Zabel.
Fortunately, the Jacks have
experience in-goal as they return sophomore Maggie Smither. Smither allowed a school record 0.34 goals per game. She
was 7-2-4 on the season last year
and had shutouts in the Summit
Tournament League Final and
NCAA Tournament game. Those
numbers will be hard to reproduce, but Thompson thinks she
can do it.
“Every year is a new year,
but the reason Maggie had success last year was because she focused on getting better and helping the team win. I expect her
to focus on those things again
and see what happens,” Thompson said.
SDSU will have four seniors
this season. Forward Nicole
Hatcher led the team in goals
and assists last season, with six
and 10 respectively. Four out of
Hatcher’s six goals were game
winners.
Senior midfielder Tori Poole
tied Hatcher for leading the
team in goals last season as she

also contributed six. Poole started all 21 games last season and
will be playing alongside Jennie Scislow and Julia Lam in
the midfield. Scislow scored two
goals last season and started in
16 games. Lam had one assist
and no goals in 21 starts.
“The group of seniors is really
unique because they all have different personalities, but they all
show great leadership,” Thompson said. “They’ll all leave an imprint on the team in different
ways.”
Each of those seniors have
made the NCAA Tournament
in their first three seasons, but
lost in the first round each time.
Thompson says the next step for
his team is to win a game in the
tournament.
“We’re really proud of that,
being one of 22 teams to play
in the last three tournaments,”
Thompson said. “Obviously, it
would be great to win a game in
the tournament and go far in the
tournament, it would be huge for
our program, but that’s in November and December and we
can’t get there if we don’t have
a good August, September and
October.”
The Jacks’ next game is
against the University of North
Dakota at 6 p.m. Aug. 25 at Fishback Soccer Park in Brookings.
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SDSU soccer lost its first two games of the season. Their home opener is at 6 p.m. Aug.
25 against the University of North Dakota at Fishback Soccer Park in Brookings.
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>> STADIUM
Continued from A9
According to Jonathan
Treiber, director of marketing,
there will be a great effort this
year to increase in-venue attendance.
“We want fans to have a great
experience from when they leave
their house to when they get to
the game,” Treiber said. “We are
working to try to get as many
opportunities to interact with
both kids and adults, getting as
much in-game entertainment
and promotions as possible.”
Treiber said it’s increasingly challenging to get people to
come to games late in the season due to the comforts and
amenities offered at their homes
and sports bars. This will be the
second year all games will be

broadcast on ESPN3.
The total student attendance
for the 2016 season was 14,809
and has steadily increased the
past 5 years. Treiber noted that
he has set a personal goal to increase student attendance by 10
percent this season. That’s a big
jump from last year, but he remains optimistic.
“I would expect that we will
have an increase in attendance
this year due to the scheduling
of games we have,” Treiber said.
“For anybody who hasn’t been
to a Jackrabbit football game,
this is the perfect year to give it
a shot.”
The final noticeable change
the new stadium presented last
year was the installation of artificial turf, a big step up from the
traditional grass field of Coughlin Alumni Stadium.

Treiber said upkeep is now
much easier. A Caterpillar construction vehicle with a bucket
is used to drag snow off the turf,
which is not possible with grass.
There is also better drainage for
melting snow or rain.
Along with easier maintenance, players seem to prefer artificial turf over grass. The absence of potholes and mud
patches has its perks.
“Personally, I love turf because it’s a sturdier surface,”
Christion said, “and, no matter
what the conditions are —rain,
snow, or shine — the playing
ground is always pretty good.”
The Jacks will kick off the
2017 home season in Dana J.
Dykhouse Stadium against
Duquesne on Thursday, Aug. 31.

46.7
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increase in total attendance between
Coughlin Alumni Stadium (2015) and
Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium (2017)
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Tentative Stadium Bookstore Hours:
DATE
August 31

OPPONENT
Duquesne

KICK-OFF
7 p.m.

STORE HOURS
4 p.m. to 9 p.m.

September 16

Drake

6 p.m.

1 p.m. to 9 p.m.

October 7

Southern Illinois

6 p.m.

1 p.m. to 9 p.m.

October 14

Northern Iowa

2 p.m.

9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

November 4

NDSU

2 p.m.

9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

November 11

Illinois State

2 p.m.

9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
*Hours subject to change.
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The east wall of the Jackrabbit Central Stadium Store will feature a giant panoramic photo of the first game played at Dana J.
Dykhouse Stadium.

>> FOOTBALL
Continued from A9
Wieneke says he’s not going
to let the attention from scouts
and media distract him.
“I’m going to just have fun
and live in the present,” Wieneke
said. “I’m going to take everything in and just enjoy every
meeting, every practice and every game this season. I have
loved every second of playing
under Coach Stig the last four
years.”
Wieneke, Christion and
Goedert will all be captains for
the first time in their careers
during the 2017 season. Alongside them will be Rozeboom, senior running back Brady Mengarelli and senior center Jacob Ohnesorge. Ohnesorge will
be the second Jackrabbit player
in program history to serve as a
team captain for three seasons.
The defense welcomes back
six starters, along with the addition of countless new faces to replace the graduated seniors. The
Jacks will be strong up the mid-

dle with the return of All-MVFC
performers in Soulek and Rozeboom.
Soulek has been one of the
top interior defensive lineman in
the MVFC the past two seasons
and led the team with 7.5 sacks
and 10 tackles for loss.
Rozeboom led the team
with 132 tackles last season and
earned MVFC Freshman of the
Year award. He also finished
runner-up in the Jerry Rice
Award as the top first-year player in the FCS.
Though the Jacks are returning many starters, there will be a
lot of new faces on the team.
Last year, the Jacks pulled a
couple of redshirts, but this year
SDSU has a handful of freshmen
already in the rotation in fall
camp. Linebackers Seven Wilson and Noah Urbanek, defensive end Daniel Callender, offensive linemen Eddie Miller and
Jon Gruetzmacher and defensive lineman Xavier Ward could
all be true freshmen with the
chance to play right away.
“We’ve got a chance to play
more true freshmen than we

ever have,” Stiegelmeier said.
“That’s a credit to our coaches and the recruiting they’ve
done, and to the players for getting here in the summer so they
could get an early start.”
The Jacks will have six games
at Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium
this season and play five on the
road. Five of their 11 opponents
are in the preseason STATS FCS
Top 25 poll. North Dakota State
is No. 2, Youngstown State is No.
9, Northern Iowa is No. 18, Illinois State is No. 20 and Western
Illinois is No. 25.
Stiegelmeier said that the
team’s goal is to win a national championship in Frisco, Texas at the end of the season; especially with such a high preseason
ranking.
“The message has been that
we need to grade our players at
a national championship level,”
Stiegelmeier said. “That means if
we’re practicing and competing
and performing at a level where
we can get to Frisco, that’s our
expectation.”
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The Jackrabbit Central Stadium Store is one of the newest additions to Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium. It will feature the clock from Coughlin Alumni Stadium which will show
the running time during football games.
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The north wall is accented with yellow and blue wood from Coughlin Alumni Stadium
bleachers. The stenciled seat numbers are still visible.
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The 2017 Jackrabbit football team lines up for a snap Saturday, Aug. 20 for a
scrimmage.
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Redshirt freshman Kanin Nelson attempts to complete a pass during a scrimmage on Saturday, Aug. 20. Their first game will be at 7 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 31 at Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium against Duquesne.
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This is the year of the Jackrabbits

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK:

A12 August 23, 2017

LEAH MANULELEUA

CHANDLER HOLLAND
Sports Columnist
If you are a Jackrabbit fan, this is
the year to cheer for the blue and
yellow. Optimism should be limitless for the South Dakota State
Athletic Department this year. So,
let’s dive into why this will be the
year of the Jackrabbits.
Football
Starting with the team that
has the highest expectations this
school year, the football team is
coming off their first season playing in the new Dana J. Dykhouse
stadium, which hosted your Missouri Valley Football Champions.
We know about the returning
stars in junior quarterback Taryn
Christion, senior wide receiver Jake Wieneke, and senior tight
end Dallas Goedert, who all may
have a chance of playing Sundays.
SDSU has a favorable schedule
because they play NDSU at home
and do not play an FBS school this
season. This team has national
championship aspirations.
Women’s basketball
The women’s basketball team
had their winds stall out from
their sail last season after Macy
Miller suffered a season-ending
knee injury last season. The women return plenty of firepower and
gain some transfers who were
forced to sit out due to NCAA
rules.
Redshirt senior Chynna Stevens, redshirt sophomore Tagyn
Larson, transfer Rylie Cascio-Jensen and three freshmen will look
to have an instant impact in their
first seasons at SDSU alongside
the veterans.
The Jacks not only have one
of the most talented rosters in the
Summit League, but the nation.
Look for them to win the Summit
League Tournament again and
possibly move on to the Sweet-16
— or further.
Men’s basketball
Last year may have come as a
surprise to many as the men’s basketball team completed an improbable season and won the

Year: Sophomore
Hometown: Manteca,
California
Major: Nursing
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
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The South Dakota State football team went 9-4 last season. They open their season
at 7 p.m. Aug. 31 at Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium against Duquesne.

Summit League Tournament for
the second consecutive season.
Then, they fell to Gonzaga in the
first round of the NCAA Tournament.
The Jacks return redshirt junior Mike Daum, who is one of
the nation’s leading scorers. The
team has veteran leadership in seniors Reed Tellinghuisen and Ian
Theisen while sprinkling in some
added pieces that seem to better
fit the playing style for T.J. Otzelberger’s system.
I see no reason why there
shouldn’t be a Summit League
Tournament three-peat at the end
of the season.
Wrestling
There are high expectations
once again for Head Coach Chris
Bono and his wrestlers.
Last season, the Jacks saw
stiff competition with more duals against prominent wrestling
schools. This season, they return
key wrestlers who saw time on the
national stage.
Junior Seth Gross finished second at nationals last season and
will look to help his team climb
the rankings throughout the season, hoping for another top 25 finish and possibly a Big 12 Champi-

onship. Senior Nate Rotert had a
close encounter this summer after
he sustained head, face and hand
injuries in a moped accident. He
is expected to make a full recovery
and compete for the Jacks this upcoming season.
Cross Country/Volleyball/
Soccer/Golf
Both the men’s and women’s
cross-country teams are looking to
repeat as Summit League champions.
The Volleyball team will come
into the 2017 season with a younger team but the program is six
wins from a program 900 wins.
New head coach for the women’s soccer team, Brock Thompson, hopes to continue the path of
success as the team tries to reach
its fourth straight NCAA Tournament.
The women’s golf team will
try to repeat as Summit League
champions after winning the first
title in program history last year.
Football and basketball get all
the attention here at SDSU, but if
you look at the rest of the sports,
there is success from top to bottom and it should be no different
during the 2017-18 school year.

The South Dakota State soccer team kicked off its season
in Utah last weekend. The
Jacks fell to Utah State 1-0 in
double overtime Aug. 18, in
Logan, Utah. The team then
traveled to Salt Lake City
Aug. 20, where they fell to
the University of Utah 4-1.
Leah Manuleleua scored
the lone goal for the Jacks in
the ninth minute of play. For
this performance, Manuleleua
has been named The Collegian
Athlete of the Week.
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The Jacks have their home
opener against the University of North Dakota at 6 p.m.
Aug. 25 at Fishback Soccer
Park in Brookings.
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Leah Manuleleua scored the only goal in the first two games of the season. SDSU
will host the University of North Dakota at 6 p.m. Aug. 25, at Fishback Soccer Park.

